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It is a pleasure to present you this brochure that has 
been compiled for our Golden Anniversary celebration. There 
are many things that could have been included in this booklet 
but space allowed only a very brief sketch of the fifty year 
history of the Auburn Church of the Nazarene. A listing of 
all who have been members of the church through the years, 
the evangelists who have served in revival meetings, missionaries 
that have visted the church as guest speakers and many other 
items would certainly have been interesting. For many of 
these things we will have to rely on the memory of those who 
have been with the church through the years. 


Also it is difficult to give proper credit where credit is 
due for the accomplishments and victories of the past. Our 
human judgment is very frail and our appraisals may at times 
be very faulty compared to the final and ultimate judgment of 
Him who has given enabling grace to bring the Auburn Church 
of the Nazarene to this hour. 


However we will not err, if we give to God the glory for 
all the “fruits of righteousness” that have evolved from the 
congregation and those faithful shepherds that have led them. 
To all those who have labored together with God through 
the years we dedicate this issue of our Golden Anniversary 
Celebration. 


Roger Ward, pastor 


Partors 


IN ORDER OF SERVICE 


A. E. Kerst 


ESO Bink 


. Howard Paschal 
. Corrie L. Felmlee 
eo )-e it Bashore 

> Ed. W. Cornelius 
fev. Barton 

. J. O. McKinley 

. Fred D. Wright 
met hucel. Lean 
. George W. Brannon 
» Glen E: Miller 

. I. F. Younger 
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. M. J. Jones 

. John C. Wine 
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. Roger Ward 


5/13/17 - 9/17 
9/17. = - 8/20/19 
8/20/19 - 10/17/20 
10/24/20 - 9/10/22 
9/17/22 - 9/14/26 
9/14/26 - 2/26/30 
4/6/30 -9/34 
9/34 - 11/37 
11/14/37 - 8/40 
9/1/40 - 12/28/41 
1/1/42 - 8/12/45 
8/13/45 - 8/47 
8/47  -7/49 
7/49 - 8/31/52 
9/1/52 --7/11/54 
7/18/54 - 8/31/58 
9/21/58 - 7/18/65 


7/19/65 - 


Charter Members 


Mr. E. M. Bishop Mrs. Vada Gaff 
Mrs. Mae Cook Mrs. Minnie Kagey 
Mr. Elmer Fleck Mr. Amos Luttman 
Mrs. Gunten Mrs. Ina Luttman 
Mr. Leo Gaff Mrs. Samuel Watson 


renbarssaders 


OUR CONTRIBUTION TO THE LORD’S WORK 


Rey. T. W. Stofer Indianapolis, Indiana 
Rey. Opal Fretz Drake Tampa, Florida 

Rev. Lottie Rynearson Corunna, Indiana 
Rev. Dwight Steininger Santa Barbara, California 
Rev. Leo Steininger Hickory Hill, Illinois 
Rev. Ronald Bishop Fort Wayne, Indiana 
Rev. George Gillespie Hobart, Indiana 
Mrs. Joyce Harding Gillespie Hobart, Indiana 
Rev. Wilmer Watson Decatur, Indiana 
Mrs. Donna Hay Watson Decatur, Indiana 
Rey. Willis Brand Fort Wayne, Indiana 


Mrs. Margaret Brand Fort Wayne, Indiana 


“Through “She Years 


LIAR LOG7 


The Church of the Nazarene in Auburn had its beginning 
with cottage prayer meetings, conducted on Tuesday nights at 
the home of Clarence and Mae Cook, on West Fifteenth Street. 


At the death of Clarence Cook, Rev. Alvin Kerst, pastor 
of the Nazarene Churches in Fort Wayne and Kendallville, was 
asked to conduct the funeral service. At this time he was 
asked to come to Auburn to conduct a revival. 


In March of 1917, Rev. Kerst was led of the Lord to hold 
this meeting. It lasted eight weeks. Services were held on South 
Main Street about the second building south of Tenth Street. 
At the end of the fourth week because of the high rent, the 
meeting place was changed to the hall at 135% East Ninth 
Street, over a harness shop. 


At the end of eight weeks a misson was organized and a 
Sunday School was started with thirteen members. One of the 
first things the Sunday School Superintendent did was to make 
a box to put birthday offerings in: This same box is still in use 
in the adult department. It is also interesting to note that the 
birthday offerings have always been used for world evangelism. 


On May 13, 1917, the mission was organized into the Church 
of the Nazarene with ten charter members. Mrs. Vada Gaff is 
the only living Charter member. 


Rev. Kerst served as first pastor until the District Assembly 
in September of 1917. The Auburn Church was one of a circuit 
of churches at this time, Kendallville and Fort Wayne being the 
other two churches. The Indiana district was composed of the 
entire state with only a few churches at this early date. 


District Supt. U. E. Harding appointed Rev. J. O. Fink as 
the pastor of the Auburn-Fort Wayne circuit at the assembly 
of 1917. Kendallville church was disorganized about this time. 


At the church board meeting on July 28, 1918, a motion 
was carried to retain Rev. Fink as pastor for the coming year. 
The Ft. Wayne church took the same action. Incidentally, Bro. 
Fink’s salary was raised from five dollars to seven dollars and 
fifty cents. He completed the year as pastor and at the 1919 


District Assembly, Rev. Howard Paschal was called as pastor 
of the two churches. 


On October 1, 1919 the entire offering of the Sunday School 
was given to World Evangelism and for many years the custom 
of giving the first offering of each month for this purpose 
prevailed. 


On January 4, 1920, the last four dollars was paid to Mr. 
Dragoo for the rent of the hall. On February 3, the St. John’s 
Reform Church was rented for ten dollars a month, with an 
agreement that services could be held at such times as they 
were not using it. 


The church was located where our present church now 
stands. It was a one-room structure, with one aisle leading down 
the center. It was heated by an old fashion heating stove located 
on the east side near the back. 


The first revival conducted in the new place of worship 
was held by Rev. Pascal as pastor-evangelist and Rev. Gerber 
as the special singer. 


On May 21, 1920 the church secured the services of Rev. 
Carrie L. Felmlee to assist Rev. Pascal and Sunday night services 
were then started. 


On October 15, 1920, Rev. Pascal resigned the Auburn 
Church. Rev. Felmlee then became the full-time pastor and 
served faithfully until the District Assembly in September of 
1922. It was during her pastorate on January 15, 1921, the 
Women’s Foreign Missionary Society was organized. On March 
4, 1921 the Nazarene Young People’s Society was organized for 
the young people between the ages of fourteen and thirty-five. 


On September 17, 1922, Rev. J. L. Bashore became pastor 
and on July 21, 1923, St. John’s Reformed Church was pur- 
chased from the Orphan’s home of the St. John’s Reformed 
Church for the sum of $3,800.00. 


A gracious revival was held in November of 1924 by 
Rey. J. Miller and A. H. Johnson. On the last Sunday of meet- 
ing, Rey. Miller challenged the church to enlarge its borders by 
pushing out the east wall and putting a basement under the 
entire building. On Monday morning bright and early Ira Goe, 
Joe Wyatt, Leo Gaff, and several others started to dig out the 
basement. With the blessing of the Lord and the people with 
a mind to work, the first floor was enlarged to about twice its 
original size, with a full basement which was divided into class 


rooms and a coal furnace room. A new furnace was installed. 
It is interesting to note that the platform was located in the 
northeast corner of the building. At this time, used circular 
pews were purchased to provide extra seating. 


In September of 1926 Rev. H. W. Cornelius succeeded Rev. 
Bashore as pastor. During his ministry of three and one-half 
years, the church made splendid progress. The Sunday Schoot 
average increased to 125. 


On April 6, 1930, Rev. Grant Barton came to pastor the 
church. During his four years, the church continued to make 
good progress. At this time the church began to branch out 
into nearby communities. The church gave of their time, ef- 
forts, and a number of members helped to start churches at 
Garrett, Angola, Hamlton and later in Butler, Ashley-Hudson 
and Waterloo. 


In September of 1934, Rev. J. O. McKinley assumed the 
pastorate. Under his leadership the long standing debt of the 
church was reduced to $600.00. In 1935 the church was honored 
to host the District Assembly. The business sessions were held in 
the First Methodist Church and the evening services were held 
in the high school gymnasium. 


On November 14, 1937, Rev. Fred Wright assumed the local 
pastorate. The church continued to advance spiritually and nu- 
merically during his ministry. Also, the remaining debt on the 
church was liquidated and plans were begun to enlarge the church 
building again. 


Rev. Arthur Leach succeeded Bro. Wright, as pastor in Sep- 
tember of 1940. The building program was launched and the 
people worshipped in the Assembly room of the courthouse while 
the church building was undergoing reconstruction. The size 
of the church was again doubled. An oil furnace, fluorescent 
lights and new furniture were installed. 


The building program was finished under the ministry of 
Rev. George Brannon who came to serve as pastor on January 
1, 1942, with dedication of reconstructed church taking place 
on May 3, 1942. The burning of the mortgage on the newly 
constructed church took place on July 9, 1944. 


During Rev. Brannon’s pastorate, the church was very happy 
to have a part in the sending out of one of its members in the 
person of Rev. Ronald Bishop to British Honduras, Central 
America. Thus was welded another link in the chain that con- 


nects the local church with the Foreign Missionary program of 
the general church. The local church has manifested its inter- 
est in this branch of the general church work by giving an 
amount in excess of $6,000.00 annually over the past ten years. 


The names of others who have gone out from the church in 
full-time gospel work will be found on page three. 


At assembly time of 1945, Rev. Brannon resigned the local 
pastorate to enter the field of full-time evangelism. He was suc- 
ceeded by Rev. Glen Miller, who served faithfully for two years. 
It was during his ministry that the Sunday School reached an 
average attendance of 240. 


In August of 1947 Rev. I. F. Younger, now District Super- 
intendent of the Idaho-Oregon District accepted the pastorate 
of the church. It was during his ministry in 1948 a Sunday 
School annex was built and a ventilation system was installed in 


the church. 


Rey. H. L. Johnston followed as pastor in July of 1949. Dur- 
ing his ministry, the S.S. reached an all time high average at- 
tendance of 240. 


Rev. M. J. Jones succeeded Bro. Johnston in September of 
1952 and served faithfully for two years. 


Rev. J. C. Wine came to pastor the church on July 18, 1954. 
The educational unit was built at the North end of the church 
in 1955. This unit is a 42’ by 60’ frame one story building with 
four good sized individual class rooms plus a 17’ by 40° audi- 
torium which is equipped with modern folding doors, thus mak- 
ing three more class rooms. This unit was built at a cost of ap- 
proximately $13,500.00. In the same expansion program the 
church balcony was converted into a much needed, beautiful 
nursery at a cost of $2,400.00. 


On October 30, 1955, Dr. Paul Updike, District Super. of 
N.E.I. District was present to dedicate these improvements. In 
June of 1957 the last note on the indebtedness was retired. On 
March 25, 1956, Dr. Paul Updike was back to dedicate a new 
Hammond Organ. 


In May of 1958 the church purchased the property immed- 
iately north of the church and converted it into a much need- 
ed parking lot. 


Remodeled Church 


Ae 


irst Church Sketch 


ti 


Rev. V. F. Owens succeeded Bro. Wine as pastor on Sep- 
tember 21, 1956. About this time a new Steinway Piano 5’7” 
Grand, was used for the first time. During the ministry of Rev. 
Owens the church basement was completely remodeled and re- 
decorated, block partitions were installed with new lighting 
fixtures. With this completed, the church felt the need of pro- 
viding better housing for the parsonage family. Negotiations 
were started that culminated in the purchase of the property at 
501 N. Van Buren Street. The church took possession, with the 
Owens family moving into the new parsonage, in May of 1964. 
The old parsonage was then used for the Junior Department of 


the Sunday School. 


Rev. Owens did not get to enjoy the new parsonage very 
long, for after serving the church for almost seven years, he 
moved on to a new field of labor in August, 1965. 


Rev. Roger Ward came to pastor the church at this time. 
The church immediately felt the need of providing facilities to 
accomodate our evangelists from time to time. This was ac- 
complished by providing and furnishing a nice large room and 
complete bath in the unfinished part of the upstairs of the 
new parsonage. Since Rev. Ward’s arrival, the church has com- 
pleted payment on the new parsonage, so that today we cele- 
brate our Golden Anniversary as a church without financial en- 
cumbrance. However, we realize “We are still debtors to give 
the gospel to every man in the same measure as we have re- 
ceived it.” 


Among the tangible properties of our church there are only 
about three things that remain which were in the original build- 
ing, namely; the church bell, the oak sills under the original 
part of the building, which of course, cannot be seen, and the 
pulpit. 


Others built better than they knew and we have entered 
into their labors. 


Clarence A. Fretz and 
Leah Hay 


§01 North Van Buren Street 


FORMER PARSONAGE 


316 West Fourth Street 


CHURCH INTERIOR 


Sunday School — 9:30 A.M. Youth Meeting — 6:30 P.M. 
Worship Service — 10:30 A.M. Evangelistic Service — 7.30 P.M. 
Midweek Prayer Service — Wednesday, 7:30 P.M. 


Our Present Pastor 


ye 


Rev. & Mrs. Roger Ward 


CHURCH BOARD 


Rev. Roger Ward — Chairman 

Charles E. Wyne — Sunday School Superintendent 
Wanda Bowman — N.W.M.S. President 

Melvin Bowman — N.Y.P.S. President 


Trustees Stewards 
Paul Bowman, Ch. Harriett Shoudel, Ch. 
Gordon Dales Lucile Kelley 
Don Brand Lois Stebing 
Orville Heise Mary Smith 
Otho Rohm Gladys Miller 
Wendell Tubbs Nola Wyne, Treasurer 
Don Hay Donna Walker, Secretary 


Paul Bowman 
Song Leader 
Wilma Ward Helen Keller 
Pianist Organist 


"7t Church Does Yot 
Gust Happen 


A church does not “just happen.” It is born 
Of human need and faith and it is fed 

By tireless service, sacrifice, and prayer; 

By love and loyalty to Christ, it’s Head 

It grows through vision and the zeal to dare; 
Through ministry of loving word and deed; 
By learning to forgive and to forbear; 

By fellowship of hands across the world; 

By willingness to freely give and share. 

So this, your church, was born and so it grew. 


The story of its future rests with you.. 


By Mabel Cornelia Matson 


pAuntiversary Committee 


Rev. Roger Ward Leah Hay 
Clarence Fretz Mabel Steininger 
Melvin Bowman, Ch. 
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